Latte and Learning — All Roads Pray to Yerushalayim
New England Spring Regional 2017
Rabbi Yehuda Halevi' — “My heart is in the East, and I am at the ends of the West”

What does it mean to focus on Yerushalayim and Israel, even if we are not currently there? In
what practical ways can we implement this?

#1 Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer - Chapter 35

(After the story of Yaakov having his dream on Har Hamoriah):

Yaakov woke up in a great fright and said, ‘This is the | 2w 12 %KY 7173 92 2py° 2°OWH
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Heavenly Throne, for Yerushalayim is the gateway of | *19% 59507 1R3> 2owa am opna
heaven, and the door is open for Hashem to hear our | mno X7 aw 27wn WWw ,71227 XOI
prayers, as the verse says, ‘And this is the gateway of | ww 11 [ow] MR ,7%50 ¥AWH Mo
heaven’. apializdy

What do you think is the benefit of praying directly in front of the Heavenly Throne, as opposed
to anywhere else?

#2 Melachim 1, Chapter 8 Verses 44-50 [Can skip if short on time]

[The following prayer was said by King Shlomo during the festive inauguration of the Beis
Hamikdash, immediately after it was built]:

When Your people take the field against their enemy by whatever | 7y nnn7n? Ty X3 2
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When they sin against You—for there is no man who does not
sin—and You are angry with them and deliver them to the enemy,
and their captors carry them off to an enemy land, near or far;

" 11th-12 century Spain. He is considered one of the greatest Hebrew poets, celebrated both for his religious and
secular poems, many of which appear in present-day liturgy. His greatest philosophical work was The Kuzari.



And then they take it to heart in the land to which they have been
carried off, and they repent and make supplication to You in the
land of their captors, saying: ‘We have sinned, we have acted
perversely, we have acted wickedly,’

And they turn back to You with all their heart and soul, in the land
of the enemies who have carried them off, and they pray to You in
the direction of their land which You gave to their fathers, of
the city which You have chosen, and of the House which I have
built to Your name—

Oh, give heed in Your heavenly abode to their prayer and
supplication, uphold their cause, and pardon Your people who have
sinned against You for all the transgressions that they have
committed against You. Grant them mercy in the sight of their
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captors that they may be merciful to them.
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What types of prayer are referenced here? Why is there so much emphasis placed upon prayer

during the inauguration of the Beis Hamikdash?

Think of the pasuk- “0°»Y77 3% 872> 72°00 7°2 °n°2 3 - My house shall be called a house of prayer
for all the nations” (Yeshaya 56:7). This is the very definition of the Beis Hamikdash- a house of

prayer.

#3 Medrash Shir Hashirim Rabba, Chapter 4

Why is the Beis Hamikdash called by the name “Talpiot”?
Because it is on a mountain (=teil in Hebrew) which all
mouths (=piot in Hebrew) pray towards. From here, our
rabbis have taught that those who stand outside the land of
Israel and are praying should turn their face towards the
Land of Israel. If they are standing in the Land of Israel, they
should turn their face towards Yerushalayim and pray. If
they are standing and praying in Yerushalayim, they should
turn and face towards the Beis Hamikdash. If they are
standing on the Temple Mount, they should turn their face
towards the Holy of Holies. Therefore, those who are in the
north (of Yerushalayim) are facing southward, those in the
south are facing northward, those in the east are facing
westward, and those in the west are facing eastward.
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Therefore, all of Israel are praying towards one place.

However, 1 only know that this is true when the Beis
Hamikdash is still standing. How do I know that it applies
even when it is destroyed? Rabbi Avin cites the verse ‘It is

built for Talpiot’- this is referring to the Beis Hamikdash,
which every mouth prays about. In Keriat Shema, we say a
prayer of ‘The Builder of Yerushalayim’. In Shmona Esrei,
we say a prayer of ‘The Builder of Yerushalayim’. In Birkas
say of ‘The Builder of
This shows that Talpiot means that

Hamazon, we a prayer
Yerushalayim’.
Yerushalayim is the mountain which every mouth prays
for. Therefore, Hashem will rebuild it in the future and rest

His Divine Presence there.
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What is the difference between praying towards Yerushalayim and praying for the sake of
Yerushalayim? How does it make you feel that your prayers are directed towards the same place
and for the same purpose as those of each and every one of your fellow Jews? How does that
impact your understanding of prayer in general?

Can you think of any other aspects of prayer in which we try and align our own prayers with
those of the greater community?

#4 Noam Elimelechz, Parshas Lech Lecha, Chapter 15 Verse 4
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One who wants their prayers to be heard should concentrate
their hearts as if they are praying in the Land of Israel, with
the Beis Hamikdash built and the alter in its proper place,

and behold, it is now considered as if he is currently living in
the Land of Israel. Through this, a person comes to clarity
and a complete connection to Hashem, to be able to pray
with complete concentration, with fear and love, as if he is
standing in the Holy of Holies.

X175 1999721 Mon DY mamm
70 DY ORI PIRA NV 7 19RO
A MPATY MR Ra X1 AT
pp £ 3n n B T L7y ke i Yo by
WIP NP2 7AW IPRD 73R
fa)li7gp

How do you think your prayer would change if you would imagine yourself standing in the Holy
of Holies? In what other ways in our daily lives do we already utilize our very active
imaginations?

2 Written by Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk (18" century, Poland), one of the great early leaders of the Chassidic
movement.



